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9 December 1864

Holland, Michigan

Elder Teunis Keppel was chosen chairman of the consistory meeting of the First Reformed
Church. New members were received and some transferred out including the membership of W.
te Winkel who transferred "to the Second Church." Kommer Schaddelee asked to be received
again at Pillar Church. A committee was appointed concerning his return to the congregation.
The consistory spent most of the time of the meeting to discuss another major problem with
members of the congregation.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. H, pp. 223-224.
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Consistory Meeting of December 9, 1864
Absent: Brothers Wilterdinlc, Kamper, and Naber.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother de Bruin.
Keppel was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 2— The minutes of the two previous meetings and the congregation meeting
were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Beeuwkes was present and was asked by the chairman if he was
willing to accept his election by the congregation to serve the church as deacon. He
answered the question with yes, stating that at first he had felt disinclined, but now
believes that God had called him to this task.
ARTICLE 4— Membership statement received for Egbert van Zee and Garda M. van Zee,
nee Doornink, from Grand Rapids, dated October 3, 1864.
ARTICLE 5 — Transfers of membership were requested and granted for Petronella Slag,
nee van der Stel, to North Holland, and for W. ter Winkel, to the Second Church
(English) here.
ARTICLE 6 — A letter was received from K. Schaddelee, containing a request to be
received once again as a member of this church. The reason why he had previously
resigned his membership has now been taken care of. Labots and Wakker were
appointed as a committee to speak with the person involved.
ARTICLE 7 — A letter was received from J. C. de Feiter and wife, containing a statement
that they and their children are resigning from their church membership with this
congregation. They express their thanks for the services and care extended to them.
Accepted for information.
ARTICLE 8 — The committee (see Article 7 of the November 14 meeting) report on their
visit to Jacob and Jan Reidsema, and state that they have been able to achieve very little
with Jacob. He attempts to extricate himself from all of the facts of the case. All of the
scandal and offense involved in his behavior were turned around as if his critics lacked
the necessary intelligence to make a judgment. He added that the elders as well had not
been able to do their job, because they were ignorant of business matters. He clearly
informed them that they had no business involving themselves in his business. He
believed that the matter could have come to a better conclusion if his legitimate creditors,
in their efforts to receive their due, had realized that he had considered becoming a
soldier and transferred the property to another, etc. As far as his threat to his sister's
husband with a revolver is concerned, he stated that he did not intend to kill him if he had
fired a shot. He would instead have
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shot him in the legs, or somewhere else. The committee also indicated that they had
attempted to move him to an acknowledgment of guilt, but this had been futile.
Based on the above and previously known actions of Jacob Reidsema, the consistory
judged that he should be told to refrain from coming to the table of the Lord and that
censure will be placed upon him, on the ground that he had sold property belonging to his
creditors. They, who purchased the property, were H. de Post and later his father, Jan
Reidsema. This happened after he had made known that he intended to become a soldier
and would evade his creditors. His persistence in this way is inconsistent with a Christlike character. For that reason and for the following, he will be put under censure.
The second incident with his brother-in-law Lampen and the threats of being willing to
shoot him, was followed by a third charge in his rejection, or better said, opposition, to
receiving admonition and instruction of the consistory, and finally, the offense, scandal,
and disreputable behavior in the midst of the congregation led to the above decision.
The same committee of Labots and Keppel were charged to inform Jacob Reidsema of
the above decision.
Furthermore, the committee reports that in connection with Jan Reidsema, they had no
unfavorable report. On the contrary, they heard a complete testimony from him that in
this difficult business of receiving the property of his son, that actually belonged to
someone else, he found himself willing to accept the decision of the consistory.
The consistory accepted this report.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Keppel.

G. Wakker, clerk

